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WITH SUGGESTIONS SPECIFIC TO STUDENTS WHO ARE  

DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING (D) 

 

Why Observe? 

A Fly on the Wall in the Classrooms 
 

Practitioners seem to struggle with finding the time to make student observations amidst their busy 
schedules.   And yet, authentic observation can offer the valuable information that should cause us to 
make this assessment strategy a priority in our schedules.  Direct observations resulting in tangible 
evidence can contribute to our ongoing functional assessments of student strengths, needs, and 
progress.  Observations also inform the instructional goal planning and delivery methods for the team.  
Additionally, the resulting data can assist with trainings for the family and support staff.  

Observations can be naturalistic or systematic.  Naturalistic observations are casual and are conducted 
in the student’s natural environment of his/her home, classroom or jobsite. Descriptive anecdotal 
notes are taken on all things observed with perhaps a single target behavior determined for assessing 
and evaluating.  The environment is not altered or manipulated.   

The systematic observation is more structured and typically involves a specific time and location with 
specific goals and/or specific target behaviors to observe.  It involves a specific data collection 
procedure such as a rubric or checklist that can result in numerical data. 

Observations can provide us with rich insights.  Examples:           

 Student Behaviors 
 Student Struggles 
 Student Interactions 
 Student Coping Strategies 
 Teacher Bias 
 Teacher Behaviors 
 Academic/Developmental Progress 

D Functional Listening skills 
D Effective Communication 
D Social Skills/Peer interaction 
D Access to Curriculum 
D Student and Staff Use of Equipment 
D Paraprofessional Behaviors 
D Self advocacy Strategies 

Getting Started 

A New Vantage Point 
 



Choose Your Method 
Observations can be spontaneous or planned and scheduled.  You can be spontaneous and choose to 
observe on the spur of the moment during class, therapy sessions, play, free time, or during hallway 
transitions for informal measurements.   Or, you can schedule your observation with staff for a specific 
time period and/or for specific content area.  Also, choose whether you will conduct a naturalistic 
observation using anecdotal notes or a systematic observation using a checklist or rubric.   
 
Include Important Information 

 Professional’s name and date 
 Child/Student name  
 Time and duration of observation 
 Lesson/Subject/Activity observed   
 Purpose of observation (Ex:  Observe academic progress) 
 Description of physical environment (e.g., location, room layout, sound level, placement of 

student in the classroom, number of students and adults) 
 Notes/Recommendations 

Take Note of Your Role   
 Relinquish the Teacher/Therapist Role 
 Remain neutral 
 Consider being a class participant, detached from your target student 

Or, remain silent and become a fly on the wall  
 Avoid letting the student know you are observing him/her 
 Look thru the lens of the student 

Take Caution 
 Be factual, state what is observed 
 Avoid causal inferences 
 Use performance language (Ex: Student chose dramatic play often vs. Student loves dramatic 

play)   
 Avoid using names of other students 

 

Collecting Data and Analyzing the Data 

Seeing is Believing 
 

Student Growth 
The collection and analysis of observational data should be carefully done.  It can be combined with 
other types of assessment measures to help create a portrait of a child’s learning profile in a student 
portfolio or file for the purpose of assessing students’ performance and growth over time.    
 
Teacher Growth 
Thoughtful reflection of the collected data can strengthen educational planning and assist with 
improving student outcomes.  When analyzing or reflecting on the collected data in relation to existing 
delivery methods, the team may choose to adjust instructional methods for improved outcomes.   
 
 
 



 
Staff and Family Growth 
After studying the collected data it may be beneficial to deliver follow-up training with staff and family 
on the educational impact of hearing loss and the necessary accommodations to ensure equal access 
for the child/student with hearing loss. 
 
Follow-Up 
Does your data summary need to be shared with other staff members?  Also, consider sharing with the 
student and/or family your findings regarding student strengths and needs.   

… 

Please Share Your Experience 

How do you conduct observations?  
 

How do you record your data? 
  

Is observation time included in your IEP service plan? 

Is this part of your indirect/consultation service time? 

Do you practice the 3:1 service delivery model? 

We invite you to respond and share about this DCDD Chair Message on our website or social media: 
Linkedin and Twitter. 

Coming Next Month 

Your Feedback 
The message next month will contain the compiled list of your shared experiences involving the 

practice of student observations.  So, please tell us how you manage the art of student observation. 
 

 

SUZANNE RASCHKE, Constituent Chair, Infants, Toddlers & Preschoolers 

Resources and References: 

Focused Observations: How to Observe Children for Assessment and Curriculum Planning  by Gaye 
Gronlund, and Marlyn James 

Monitoring Progress of Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing by S. Rose 

Planning for Play, Observation, and Learning in Preschool and Kindergarten by Gaye Gronlund 

School-Based Service Delivery ASHA.org 

The Consultant Teacher Model in Educating Deaf and Hard of Hearing Students by Candi Mascia-Reed 

 

http://community.cec.sped.org/DCDD/home#http://community.cec.sped.org/DCDD/home
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Congratulations-8201148.S.5971590867864018947?trk=group_item_detail-b-show_lks-cmt#https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Congratulations-8201148%252ES%252E5971590867864018947?trk=group_item_detail-b-show_lks-cmt
https://twitter.com/dcdddcdd#https://twitter.com/dcdddcdd
http://www.amazon.com/Focused-Observations-Children-Assessment-Curriculum/dp/1929610718#http://www.amazon.com/Focused-Observations-Children-Assessment-Curriculum/dp/1929610718
http://www.studentprogress.org/.../monitoringprogressofstudentswhoaredeafor...%20%20%09_%09Cached%20%09_%09Similar#www.studentprogress.org/.../monitoringprogressofstudentswhoaredeafor...%20%20%09◦%09Cached%20%09◦%09Similar%20
http://www.amazon.com/Planning-Observation-Learning-Preschool-Kindergarten/dp/1605541133/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1423915630&sr=1-1&keywords=play+and+observation#http://www.amazon.com/Planning-Observation-Learning-Preschool-Kindergarten/dp/
http://www.asha.org/slp/schools/prof-consult/service/#http://www.asha.org/slp/schools/prof-consult/service/
http://www.gallaudet.edu/clerc_center/information_and_resources/info_to_go/educate_children_(3_to_21)/resources_for_mainstream_programs/especially_for_school_administrators/the_consultant_teacher_model.html#http://www.gallaudet.edu/clerc_center/i

